MINUTES OF THE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE
MONDAY, 6 OCTOBER 2008

Councillors Councillors Bull (Chair), Adamou (Vice-Chair), Aitken, Alexander, Egan

and Winskill
Apologies Councillor Dodds
MINUTE
NO. SUBJECT/DECISION

0SCO069. | WEBCASTING

The meeting was not webcast on the Council’s website, owing to it not
being held in the Council Chamber.

0SCO70. | APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Dodds.

OSCO71. | URGENT BUSINESS

There were no such items.

OSCO72. | DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no such declarations.

OSCO73. | DEPUTATIONS/PETITIONS/PRESENTATIONS/QUESTIONS

There were no such items.

OSCO74. | GP NEW SERVICE SPECIFICATION

The committee received a presentation from James Slater of the
Primary Care Trust on the service specification for PMS agreements.
The specifications were designed to ensure that there was a clear
relationship between the commissioner and provider. A draft of the
work in progress in this area was tabled for the benefit of the
committee.

Members were informed that the PCT would be engaging through
LINKS and Practice Patients Groups, with a document due to go to
their Board in late November. The PCT stated that as part of
consultation they had visited every GP practice in the borough, and
would also be undertaking action to reach out to hard to reach groups.

It was noted that the contract was locally-negotiated, and focussed on
the provision of high quality primary care, with the focus on long-term
conditions.  Extra resources were being focussed on areas of
deprivation.
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The committee was assured by the PCT that there were no new plans
to involve outside providers in the provisions contained within the
service specification.

RESOLVED:

That the presentation be noted.

OSCO75. | THE LAURELS PMS PRACTICE - PROPOSAL BY HARINGEY

TPCT TO DEVELOP SERVICES
The committee received a report informing them of proposals to
develop services at the Laurels PMS practice, and approving the
setting up of a small panel of non-Executive Members to look at the
plans in detail, and to respond to consultation.
Members visited the site in previous weeks, and noted that the out of
hours service was due to continue with opening hours of 8am until
8pm.
Members expressed concern over the ‘competitive dialogue’
procurement process, and were informed that this was being carried
out in accordance with EU Competition Law. The PCT agreed to
provide information to the committee on this area.
The Chair assured Members that an attempt would be made to allow
for local representation on the Review Panel.
RESOLVED:

1. That legal comments be circulated to the committee.

2. That the PCT provide information to the committee on the

current position with regards to contestability
3. That the recommendations of the report be agreed
OSCO76. | SCRUTINY REVIEW OF PROPOSAL BY BARNET, ENFIELD AND

HARINGEY MENTAL HEALTH TRUST TO RESTRUCTURE
HARINGEY MENTAL HEALTH ACUTE CARE SERVICES - SCOPE
AND TERMS OF REFERENCE

The committee received a report to approve the scope and terms of
reference for the Scrutiny Review set up to respond to the proposal by
Barnet, Enfield and Haringey Mental Health Trust to close an acute
ward at St Ann’s Hospital.

It was noted that the terms of reference and scope of the Panel had
been discussed at its meeting of 2" September 2008. These had
been agreed, subject to some minor amendments. However, following
the ‘calling in’ of the proposals from NHS London, work on the review
had been suspended pending the outcome of this process. It was
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noted that NHS London’s policy was to call in all substantial variation
consultations.

In terms of other services, it was noted that the Mental Health Trust
planned to consult before putting together a full brief for the site.

RESOLVED:

That the recommendations of the report be agreed

0SCO77.

CABINET MEMBER QUESTIONS: CABINET MEMBER FOR
LEISURE, CULTURE & LIFELONG LEARNING

Members received a briefing and answers to questions provided by
the Cabinet Member for Leisure, Culture & Lifelong Learning. The
Cabinet Member and his Officers also provided clarification to follow-
up questions asked orally by Members at the meeting.

Members were assured that initiatives had take place to tackle the
issue of small pieces of Council-owned land, and hoped to draw it
together in a single piece of work.

Officers stated that the Parks Constabulary worked closely with the
Metropolitan Police, with the latter force keen to make use of the
Constabulary’s dogs and handlers. A protocol existed around the
sharing of information, although each force utilised its own separate
database. It was noted that the Parks Constabulary was largely
funded through the Parks Service, Property Services and the
Alexandra Palace & Park Trust.

It was noted that discounted Leisure Centre rates for Haringey staff
continued to be Council policy, approved by the Council’'s Cabinet.

Officers were pleased to announce the recent acquisition of additional
funding for Jackson’s Lane, and would be working with the centre to
retain current funding, and viewing all other options.

RESOLVED:

1. That Officers provide a redraft answer to Question #3 (waste
land), and also draw together information on such areas of
land in the borough and provide to Members.

2. That Members of the committee be provided with an outline
note on the level of sports use of the Sixth Form Centre.

3. That the Cabinet Member provide a redrafted answer to
Question 14 (a).

4. That Members of the committee be provided with a note
clarifying the position with regards concessionary rates for
Council staff at Leisure Centres.
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5. That Members of the committee be provided with information
on the arrangements for the use of Leisure Centres by Looked
After Children

6. That Members be provided with a written breakdown of
funding arrangements for the Parks Constabulary.

7. That the briefing and answers to questions be noted.

0SCO78.

SPORTS AND PHYSICAL ACTIVITY STRATEGY

The committee was provided with an update on the work being
undertaken to increase levels of participation in sport and physical
activity, and reduce inactivity.

Officers informed Members that a number of existing and new
initiatives were in operation, and that these fitted into some of the
Council’'s LAA targets. Members learned that initiatives such as free
swimming and HARI-ACTIVE, as well as general awareness and
motivation-raising exercises, were helping to target some of the most
high profile groups in the East of the borough.

Members were delighted to note an increase in activity overall by 25%
between 2006/07 and 2007/08. Officers assured Members that the
Council was engaged on working with private sports clubs and
organisations in the borough in promoting physical activity.

RESOLVED:
1. That as part of an update in six months, Members be provided
with an inventory of all sport organisations in the borough,
including details of any funding received from the Council.

2. That the recommendations of the report be agreed.

0SCO79.

CULTURAL STRATEGY

The committee received an update on the development of Haringey’s
new cultural strategy. The strategy was designed to raise the profile
of cultural activity taking place in the borough, and to pull together all
of the Council’s current cultural commitments.

Members expressed disappointment that the Strategy was not
overlapping with the existing one, which was shortly due to expire.
Officers informed the committee that their approach with the new
strategy was designed to strengthen the Council’s existing cultural
commitments, engage with providers and consumers in the borough.

RESOLVED:
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That the consultation plan be noted and that Members be
encouraged to provide comments on the draft Cultural Strategy.

0SCO080.

CABINET MEMBER QUESTIONS: CABINET MEMBER FOR
ENVIRONMENT & CONSERVATION

Members received a briefing and answers to questions provided by
the Cabinet Member for Environment and Conservation. The Cabinet
Member and his Officers also provided clarification to follow-up
questions asked orally by Members at the meeting.

In response to Member concerns over street cleaning, the Cabinet
Members stated that although there may be individual pockets of
problems, street cleaning was improving within the borough, with
monitoring of dumping and other activities taking place over a regular
period.

Officers requested that Members inform them of concerns over
specific areas of items of street clutter. It was stated that reviews of all
signs took place during the process of converting an area to a CPZ.

It was noted that discussion was ongoing on the problem of notices
being issued to police between the Cabinet Member and the Borough
Commander

On the compliance of signs, work was ongoing to ensure that all were
compliant. The committee noted that non-compliant signs were a
London-wide problem.

It was noted that a detailed financial review of the Parking Service had
taken place, with a report due to be considered by the Cabinet in the
coming weeks, and with some of the recommendations due to help
feed into the budget process.

RESOLVED:

1. That the committee be provided with details of street cleaning
on Green Lanes and adjoining roads.

2. That the Cabinet Member provide written responses to follow-
up questions provided by Councillor Newton.

0SCO81.

THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE BLUE BADGE SCHEME IN
HARINGEY

The committee received this report to be advised and updated on
progress made on implementing the recommendations of the
Environmental Services Scrutiny Panel following its review of Blue
Badge Administration in July 2003.

Members were informed that the implementation of the
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recommendations of the review was progressing well, with a review of
all disabled bays being complete. Work was ongoing to combat the
misconception that one bay could only be used by a single resident.

RESOLVED:

That the recommendations of the report be agreed.

OSCO082. | CABINET RESPONSE TO IMPROVING ROAD ROAD SAFETY IN
HARINGEY - UPDATE OF RECOMMENDATIONS
The committee received this report on an update of the
recommendations from the Scrutiny Review of Improving Road Safety
in Haringey. Officers reported progress following the previous update
received in Autumn 2007.
It was noted that recommendation four, related to providing specific
comments on Planning Reports as to whether Section 278
agreements had been considered, should added to Planning
templates to enable full implementation.
Members requested that it be ensured that recommendation five,
specifying that a Junior Road Safety Officer exist in every school, be
implemented in full.
RESOLVED:
That the recommendations of the report be agreed.

OSCO083. | SCRUTINY REVIEW OF CHILDREN'S CENTRES

The committee received the final report of the Scrutiny Review on
Children’s Centres. They expressed their thanks to Councillor Newton
and the panel for the valuable work which they had carried out on this
topic.

Members noted their desire to see benefits advice supplied from
Children’s Centres, with Officers confirming that this was generally
available. Information on extended childcare programmes were also
provided.

Members were informed that information sharing enabled data on
births in the area of each Children’s Centre to be collated. Discounted
rates were also available to parents of three and four year olds, with
the criteria based around need.

RESOLVED:

That the recommendations of the report be agreed.
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0SCO084.

MINUTES
RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the following meetings be confirmed and signed:

28 July 2008

29 July 2008 (special meeting)

19 August 2008 (special meeting)

10 September 2008 (special meeting)

0SCO085.

NEW ITEMS OF URGENT BUSINESS

There were no such items.

COUNCILLOR GIDEON BULL

Chair




